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Samuel Johnson and the Virtue of Capitalism

The great 18th century writer on commerce and human happiness.

By Eliza Gray
28 September 2009

It was the ultimate gathering of statesmen, thinkers and artists, the likes of which aren’t likely to
be found in Davos or at any Renaissance Weekend. "The Club,” as it was simply known, was
founded in 1764 by the moralist and polymath Samuel Johnson, and included the likes of political
philosopher Edmund Burke, painter Joshua Reynolds, naturalist Joseph Banks, historian Edward
Gibbon and economist Adam Smith.

Over Monday night dinners at London’s Turk’s Head tavern, members would chew over
everything from philosophy to rhetoric to art to questions of human character and nature. It's
been said that the late 18th century was the last time in history a well-educated person could
have a mastery of every great scholarly discipline. But it’s also true that the greatest minds of the
era believed that there was an essential unity of knowledge, and that the natural and humane
sciences, or the moral and the political, could only be properly comprehended together.

We could use a club like that today, or at least we could attend more closely to what some of its
members thought about the world they knew—and how they thought about it. That goes
especially for Johnson, who is remembered mainly as the author of the first authoritative
dictionary of the English language, but whose thoughts on human nature, morality and
commerce are a timely antidote to the anticapitalist ethos that’s become increasingly fashionable
in the wake of the financial crisis.

Click here to read article.

This article was first published in The Wall Street Journal online on 11 September 2009.

Articles in the Perspectives series plus a large library of books, studies, speeches, articles
and DVDs on a wide range of public policy issues can be found at www.nzbr.org.nz



http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203440104574404611121988406.html�
http://asia.wsj.com/home-page�
http://www.nzbr.org.nz/�

Related studies and commentary:

Whatever Happened to the Idea of Progress

An article first published in the Otago Daily Times
25 September 2009

By Roger Kerr

[Full Text]

The Role of Business in the Modern World

A book published by the New Zealand Business Roundtable
August 2004

By David Henderson

[Full Text]

In Defence of Free Enterprise

A speech delivered to the Rotary Club of Newmarket in Auckland
19 March 2002

By Roger Kerr

[Full text]

Business as a Vocation

A speech delivered to the Auckland Institute of Technology Commerce Students Club in
Auckland

20 May 1998

By Roger Kerr

[Full text]

The Role of Business in Society

A speech delivered to the Wellington Rotary Club in Wellington
12 October 1992

By Roger Kerr

[Full text]

If you have received this email from a friend or colleague and wish to subscribe, please click here.
If you wish to unsubscribe from the Roundtable mailing list, please click here.



http://www.nzbr.org.nz/documents/articles/0925 Whatever Happened to the Idea of Progress.pdf�
http://www.nzbr.org.nz/documents/publications/publications-2004/role_of_business_dh_2004.pdf�
http://www.nzbr.org.nz/documents/speeches/speeches-2002/defence_free_enterprise.pdf�
http://www.nzbr.org.nz/documents/speeches/speeches-98/business-as-a-vocation.pdf�
http://www.nzbr.org.nz/documents/speeches/speeches-92-93/role.pdf�
http://www.nzbr.org.nz/signauthorise.asp�
http://www.nzbr.org.nz/unsubscribe.asp�

