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Palm Oil - Let’s Inject Some Common Sense.
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20 November 2009

Reading headlines such as “Deadly Palm Oil In Your Trolley”, one could easily get the false
impression that any New Zealand firm using palm oil is personally responsible for the demise of
the orangutan and world’s rainforests.

The use of palm oil has been treated like an industry “dirty secret” - somewhere on the
environmental nasties continuum between baby seal clubbing and ocelot farming.

The reality is quite different. Most palm oil is being farmed sustainably on tracts of land that
have been dedicated to production for many decades, and rather than being a recent ingredient,

palm oil has been used by humans for thousands of years.

Reacting to valid conservation concerns, many food producers are already joining initiatives
such as the Roundtable for Sustainable Palm Oil and purchasing sustainably-produced palm oil.

It’s time to inject some reason to this discussion because as the Auckland Zoo says, “not all palm
oil is bad — if it is made from a non-destructive source, it's fine”.

Click here to read article.

This article was published by the New Zealand Food and Grocery Council online.

Articles in the Perspectives series plus a large library of books, studies, speeches, articles
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