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Instead of consolidating power or attempting to forge a general will, Jefferson went in
the opposite direction, “dividing and sub-dividing” political power, while multiplying
the number of interests and views that could be heard. He saw these units of local self-
government as a way of bringing the large republic within the reach of citizens and so
keeping alive the spirit of republicanism so vital to its preservation. And in this day and
age, when the federal government seems to intrude on every aspect of our daily lives,
and people feel powerless over matters of most interest to them, can we doubt that he
was right? For this insight, too, let us echo Lincoln: “All honor to Jefferson”!
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